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The Chairman of the J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen in announcing the awards for the year 2001, expressed his pleasure with the number and quality of the candidates. Awards were made in the following categories.

Gottstein Fellowships 
Owen Donovan is Field Manager, CALM Sharefarms, Midwest at Kalamunda, WA.. For the past five years he has been involved in CALM’s Maritime Pine Project establishing this species in the 400 – 600 mm annual rainfall zone. His Award will assist him to further develop CALM’s maritime pine (Pinus. pinaster) breeding program by seeking out more drought tolerant provenances. He will also investigate the performance of provenance trials of other drought resistant Pinus species such as P. brutia. P. halepensis and P. caneriensis. He will also observe how European industries use these species which have much higher resin levels in their woods than P. radiata. His research will take him to France, Greece, Spain and Turkey. 

Chuan Ong is the Timber Marketing Manager of Sotico Pty Ltd of Welshpool, WA. He will use his Fellowship to research furniture and market development abroad on the use of natural hardwoods (including natural feature material) in high-value furniture applications. Ong says that Australia has some great designers and some very capable furniture manufacturers but rarely have successful partnerships been established. In his research study he aims to bridge this gap and to initiate appropriate marketing strategies. He will visit the Milan Fair in April and some Italian designer/manufacturing plants. He plans also to review successful organizations such as VIA in France and SIDI in Spain and their models to develop a vibrant furniture industry. He also seeks to understand better the roles played by the design institutions in Italy. 

Matthew Warnken is the Project Manager of the Western Sydney Waste Board responsible for wood waste planning and management for the Greater Sydney region. He will use the Fellowship for a technology review study tour of wood waste processing and recycling centres in and around Germany, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. His definition of wood waste includes end-of- life products, failed products, offcuts, shavings and sawdust but excludes forest residues. He says that wood waste management is needed to remove from the economy forest products that are no longer needed and create room that new forest products can fill. He will base his visit on the Wilhelm Klauditz-Institut (WKI) in North Germany. This institute has developed world-renowned expertise and information in the environmental concerns of wood waste management and the recycling of secondary material, remainders and wood waste. From this base he will visit other European research and commercial operations that utilize wood waste beneficially. He hopes to gain at first hand experience of learning directly from the researcher and see the theory put into practice in a commercial setting. 

Stuart West is Logging Planning Manager with Forestry SA in Mt Gambier, SA. He will undertake a study of methods used as alternatives to manual measurement of log dimensions following harvesting prior to sawmill delivery. Roundwood sales are often negotiated by volume. In practice the logs are weighed at a weighbridge and the conversion to volume is based on log-end measurements. This process is time consuming and inherently dangerous. West will travel to New Zealand to study systems currently used to track log bundles from the forest using bar coded tags into logyards and then on to sawmills. Logs are there scanned for volume and this information recorded against the bar code. He will also investigate technologies being developed in Sweden to install a volume measuring capability on harvesting equipment so that volume calculations made at the time of harvest can be down-loaded and provided to the forest owner before the roundwood is transported from the forest to the sawmill customer. 

Gottstein Skill Advancement Awards 
Robyn Doyle is a Forest Health Officer working in health surveillance with Forestry Tasmania. She is part of a team which regularly monitors health problems throughout Forestry Tasmania’s plantation estate. She is travelling to Montana privately and will use her Award to visit the US Forest Service, Missoula and the University of California at Berkeley and Davis to increase her knowledge of aerial health surveillance techniques, to gain specific knowledge of exotic pests and diseases and form valuable links with international forest health surveillance teams. 

World Forest Institute Fellowships 
Lee Miezis, Forest Manager of the Narrandera Forest Centre of the State Forests of NSW Riverina Region has been selected as the year 2001 Australian Fellow at the World Forest Institute (WFI) at Portland, Oregon, USA. He will succeed Jamie Morton who has had an exciting and productive year there. 

Lee has been with State Forests of NSW since February 1998 and has a Bachelor of Forest Science degree with Honours from the University of Melbourne. He is presently on short-term secondment to the Marketing Division at Head Office, Pennant Hills. His duties at Narrandera included: planning, administration and supervision of operations and revenue-raising activities in the Forest Centre. 

He has also been involved in timber harvesting, silviculture, roading, forest grazing, apiary, noxious weed and animal control. In his professional activities he has been a member of various advisory bodies and community groups concerned with wetlands management and bird habitats. He has a number of outdoor and sporting interests. 

The WFI Fellowship Program is aimed at developing the contacts and skills necessary to advance the professional careers of its participants. It does this by bringing together Fellows from a number of countries in a worldwide information exchange program. In the comparatively short time of five years that Australia has been represented at the Institute benefits have accrued to our local industry. Australian fellows support the Australian desk at the Institute which provides information about Australian forest industry and also obtains information for Australian companies. The J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust in co-operation with the Forest and Wood Products Research and Development Corporation (FWPRDC) selects and provides financial support for the successful candidate. 
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