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The Chairman of the J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen, in announcing the Gottstein awards for the year 2002, and the World Forest Institute Fellowships for 2002 and 2003, expressed his pleasure with the number and quality of the candidates.  Awards were made as outlined below, and additional Gottstein proposals will be evaluated in the New Year.
Gottstein Fellowships
Ross Andrewartha is the Harvesting Superintendent, Southern Region, for Forestry Tasmania.  He will use his Fellowship to investigate bioenergy recovery systems that utilise residual biomass from forestry operations, including harvesting, and methods and models for processing and transportation.  The study will include attendance of a conference in the Netherlands, and in Scandinavia and North America inspection of biomass recovery and processing operations, and discussions with research organisations and machinery manufacturers.  The information gained will be evaluated for its potential incorporation into an Australian forestry context.

Clinton Tepper is the Plantation Manager for Woollybutt Pty Ltd, based in Gippsland, Victoria.  His Fellowship study will involve the development of a plantation species profile for yellow stringybark (Eucalyptus muelleriana) based on the performance of existing plantations in Australia and New Zealand.  The species grown in plantations has shown considerable promise for producing high quality sawn timber that is stable, durable and versatile.  Mr Teppar will visit sites in Victoria, NSW and the North Island of New Zealand, and will use the accumulated data to assess the preferred sites for the species, silvicultural techniques, growth rates, utilisation properties including residue utilisation, and economic issues.

Gottstein Skill Advancement Awards
Neil Worrell is a Senior Forester with the Plantations Division of the Forest Products Commission, located in Albany, WA.  Neil will travel to eastern Australia and New Zealand to obtain an awareness of softwood log product segregation within integrated harvesting operations, and the utilisation and marketing of the products for export.  In addition, he plans to gain an understanding of the export requirements for products, and to develop a network related to exporting softwood products.  The information from the study should be of benefit to the marketing of existing plantations in WA, through development of appropriate silvicultural regimes and assessment of the latest options for wood utilisation.
World Forest Institute Fellowships

Luke Balcombe, Bushland Supervisor with Environment Management International, Brisbane, QLD has been selected as the Australian Fellow at the World Forest Institute (WFI) at Portland, Oregon, USA for 2002.  He will succeed Lee Miezis who has had an exciting and productive year there.  Luke has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Park Management from Griffith University and a Graduate Certificate in Environmental Management from the University of Queensland.  He has had several outdoor roles in forestry and park management.  His position as a Park Ranger in the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service involved track construction, facility maintenance and feral animal control, while in his current position he has constructed fire breaks and conducted back burning, forest maintenance, and tree felling operations.  The focus of his research project at the WFI will be to investigate how Australia can further the use of fire into the management of forestry lands and resources in an ongoing and systematic manner, consistent with public health and environmental quality considerations, through the study of how those issues are addressed in the USA. 

Phil Lacy, who is a Plantation Forester with the Planted Forests Division of the State Forests of NSW in Coffs Harbour, NSW has been chosen as the Australian Fellow at the WFI for the following year (2003).  Fellows are now chosen a year in advance, to allow them ample time to prepare for their year away.  Phil has a Batchelor of Science (Forestry) from the Australian National University, and is currently studying for a Master of Applied Science (Forestry) through the Southern Cross University, Lismore NSW.  He has held several positions with the State Forests of NSW, and in his current post he manages the post-establishment eucalypt estate in northeastern NSW, developing pruning and thinning regimes and liaising with over 200 corporate investors.  Earlier, he was a Senior Instructor with Outward Bound Australia.  His research plan at the WFI is to review the tools used internationally to develop silvicultural regimes in even-aged native forests and plantations, and to assess whether there is scope for enhanced use of those tools in Australia.

The WFI Fellowship Program is aimed at developing the contacts and skills necessary to advance the professional careers of its participants.  It does this by bringing together Fellows from a number of countries in a worldwide information exchange program. In the comparatively short time of six years that Australia has been represented at the Institute benefits have accrued to our local industry.  Australian Fellows support the Australian desk at the Institute that provides information about Australian forest industries and also obtains information for Australian companies. The J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust in co-operation with the Forest and Wood Products Research and Development Corporation (FWPRDC) selects and provides financial support for the successful candidate.
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