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2004 Gottstein Trust and WFI Fellowships

Mr Peter Gunnersen, Chairman of the J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, is pleased to announce the award of five Gottstein Fellowships for 2004, and the World Forest Institute Fellowship for 2004.  The successful candidates and a synopsis of their projects are outlined below.

Vic Jurskis, a Silviculturalist with State Forests of NSW, will use his Fellowship to gain an improved understanding of the fundamental causes of eucalypt decline in temperate Australian forests.  He plans to extend the current hypothesis to include jarrah dieback in WA, regrowth and gully dieback in Tasmania, and phytopthora and koala dieback in Victoria.

Julianne O’Reilly-Wapstra has recently submitted her PhD thesis to the School of Zoology, University of Tasmania through the CRC for Sustainable Production Forestry.  She plans to travel to Aberdeen, Scotland to carry out a project on natural plant resistance as a management tool against browsing herbivores, in particular the attack of Scots pine by a large black slug.  She hopes to apply her new information upon her return to Australia, when she will be once again working with the CRC. 

Ian Schulz, a Sawmill Instructor with Timber Training Creswick Ltd, Victoria, will travel to New Zealand, Canada and the USA to investigate advances in wood processing and training techniques, particularly relating to the use of portable sawmills.  He plans to focus on best practice and training needs, training packages and training delivery methods, especially in regard to remote learning technologies, and OH&S policies and procedures. 

Dr Philip Smethurst is a Project Leader with CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products located in Hobart, Tasmania.  He will travel to the USA and Germany to investigate forestry operations and research activities in riparian zones in order to document experience of conducting commercial forestry operations whilst protecting environmental values.  This information will be used to recommend alterations to codes of forestry practice in Australia that would encourage the use of commercial plantation forests in riparian zones of cleared agricultural catchments.

Philip Townsend, Deputy Executive Director of NAFI, will use his Fellowship to extend and strengthen the commercial forestry relationships between Australia and China through undertaking a fact-finding study tour of China.  His main targets will be the areas where Australia has the capacity to supply additional wood and timber products.

2004 World Forest Institute Fellowship

Tony Scherl, Fire Services Officer (Southern) for State Forests of NSW, located in Queanbeyan, has been selected as the Australian Fellow at the World Forest Institute (WFI) at Portland, Oregon, USA for 2004, following the withdrawal of Michael Ross, the original appointee, from the Program.  Tony has a Bachelor of Science in Forestry, and an additional Batchelor of Science, from the Australian National University, and has held a number of positions in management, planning, public relations, operations and research with State Forests of NSW.  The focus of his research project at the WFI will be to investigate the ecological effects of removing fire from natural fire-adapted ecosystems, including the safety aspects of fire management and training.

The WFI Fellowship Program is aimed at developing the contacts and skills necessary to advance the professional careers of its participants.  It does this by bringing together Fellows from a number of countries in a worldwide information exchange program.  During the time that Australia has been represented at the Institute benefits have accrued to our local industry.  Australian Fellows support the Australian desk at the Institute that provides information about Australian forest industries and also obtains information for Australian companies. The J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust in co-operation with the Forest and Wood Products Research and Development Corporation (FWPRDC) selects and provides financial support for the successful candidate.
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