1
2

Press Release November 2002

Gottstein Trust Awards

Mr Peter Gunnersen, Chairman of the J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, is pleased to announce the recipients of an additional Gottstein Fellowship for 2002, Gottstein Fellowships and Awards for 2003, and the World Forest Institute Fellowship for 2004.  The successful candidates and a synopsis of their projects are outlined below.

2002 Gottstein Fellowship

Eric Siegers is the Executive Director of the Timber Promotion Council of Victoria, Melbourne.  His study will embrace the marketing of native timbers in the new economy.  Recent changes in the supply of resources to the Victorian hardwood timber industry has necessitated further analysis and the creation of a model for the industry.  Mr Siegers will use his Fellowship to facilitate the generation of the model by a research project involving associations, key industry leaders, and environmental groups in Canada, the USA, and Australia.  His visits to the USA and Canada will involve attendance of a forum on best practices for wood, visits to wood-based establishments and to other industries to access marketing information that could be relevant to the wood industry.

2003 Gottstein Fellowships
Philip Ashley is a Senior Lecturer in Furniture Manufacturing at the Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, Chadstone, Victoria.  He will use his Fellowship to investigate strategies for improving the efficiency of high value-added furniture manufacturing in Australia, using innovative high technology computer numerical controlled (CNC) equipment and manufacturing techniques.  In particular, he intends to gain an understanding of problems that have arisen in introducing CNC manufacture into traditional craft environments.  The focus of his study will be on establishments in Europe, from which almost all Australian woodworking machinery derives.  Mr Ashley intends to make visits to both research institutes and manufacturing plants in Spain, Germany and Italy, and probably Canada.

Dick Bashford is a Senior Silvicultural Technician for Forestry Tasmania, and intends to study new developments in static trap methodology for detecting exotic forest insect incursions into Australia.  Such detection methods are required to assess at an early stage the arrival of exotic insects so that strategies can be implemented to minimise the damage they may cause.  The current emphasis in Australia is on single barrier inspection of cargo within ports, rather than the detection of establishments within urban port surround areas.  Mr Bashford intends to travel to Canada, USA and the UK to visit trap/lure producers, field sites and port areas.  He expects his study to provide information highly relevant to the problems of exotic insect incursions into Australia.

Steven Loffler is a Paper Scientist with CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products, located at Clayton, Victoria.  He will use his Fellowship to investigate advances in coating and surface enhancement of paper.  The demands on paper for high quality printing at high speeds have dramatically increased over the past years, which has led to a quest for more cost-effective solutions to paper coating.  Such improvements could provide great benefit for Australian paper manufacturers.  Dr Loffler will travel to the USA and Europe to visit the leading laboratories in surface enhancement and coating of paper to benchmark studies currently under way at the CSIRO laboratories with world’s best practice.  He will also participate in the Tappi Coating Conference in Chicago.

2003 Gottstein Skill Advancement Award

Shane Lapworth is a Distribution and Warehouse Supervisor with Gunnersen Timbermark Pty Ltd, Port Melbourne.  He will use his Award to complete his Diploma of Transport & Distribution (logistics), which will provide him with the skills required to promote logistics and distribution in the supply chain management of timber-based products for his company.  This will allow cost-effective decision making to meet customer expectations and company profitability as the market expands.

2004 World Forest Institute Fellowship

Michael Ross, Timber Merchantising Manager for State Forests of NSW, located in Eden, has been selected as the Australian Fellow at the World Forest Institute (WFI) at Portland, Oregon, USA for 2004.  Michael has a Bachelor of Science in Forestry from the Australian National University, and has held a number of positions in management, marketing, public relations, operations and research with both Forestry Tasmania and State Forests of NSW.  He has been an active member of the Institute of Foresters of Australia where he has held various senior positions, and he was a Gottstein Fellow in 1993.  The focus of his research project at the WFI will be to establish a comprehensive model for community consultation on forestry and forestry issues that is easily applied and adapted, thus ensuring effective delivery of key issues and optimum flow and dissemination of information through to the target audience.  He intends to consult closely with relevant bodies in Australia to construct a practical study program before taking up his Fellowship.

The WFI Fellowship Program is aimed at developing the contacts and skills necessary to advance the professional careers of its participants.  It does this by bringing together Fellows from a number of countries in a worldwide information exchange program.  During the time that Australia has been represented at the Institute benefits have accrued to our local industry.  Australian Fellows support the Australian desk at the Institute that provides information about Australian forest industries and also obtains information for Australian companies. The J.W. Gottstein Memorial Trust in co-operation with the Forest and Wood Products Research and Development Corporation (FWPRDC) selects and provides financial support for the successful candidate.

Further information may be obtained from:

A. F. A. Wallis

Secretary, J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust

Private Bag 10, 

Clayton South, VIC 3169

Telephone:
(03) 9545 2209

Fax:

(03) 9545 2223


E-mail:

secretary@gottsteintrust.org

