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The Chairman of the J.W.Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen recently announced that five awards had been made in the following categories. 

Gottstein Fellowships

Amanda Horrigan is Group Leader, Timber Engineering at the Queensland Forestry Research Institute. She will be investigating the utilisation of plantation hardwood thinnings for use in roundwood construction. She plans to study the techniques developed in Europe and South America for the use of roundwood in both commercial and residential structures, including assigning design properties and grading techniques, as well as connection methods. Her aim is to transfer the technology developed abroad for use with Australian hardwood plantation thinnings. The research centres that she plans to visit in Europe and South America all have well developed projects related to small round utilisation. 

John Campbell is a Maintenance Supervisor with Australian Paper Plantations in Morwell, Victoria. His fellowship is to enable him to investigate and recommend chemical transfer and handling systems used in plantation forestry operations. The aim is to develop safer handling of chemicals that will reduce the risk of environmental problems and manual handling injuries. He feels there is much to be learnt from the agriculture industry as well as from forestry organisations in Western Australia and New Zealand that he will be visiting. 

Skill Advancement Awards

Two awards have been made in this new category that has been established to enable applicants to improve their work skills. 

Narelle Chew is a Technical Officer with CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products, Clayton, Victoria. She plans to accept an invitation from State Forests of New South Wales to work with Mr David Gardner in the Forest Research and Development Division. This will provide the opportunity for her to learn new techniques in the assessment of the effect of biodeterioration on timber specimens. The objective of the project is to provide a more accurate estimate in a shorter time from field tests than what is currently possible. Narelle's training will enhance the transfer of information from the laboratory to the workplace. 

Linda Peck is the Victorian State Secretary for the Forest Protection Society Limited involved in planning and implementing an educational program regarding the Australian forest industry directed at primary school children. Linda has been invited to speak at a FPS National Conference in May 1999 at which she will be demonstrating and teaching her counterparts from other States the techniques she has developed. To help improve her presentation skills Linda's award will enable her to attend a series of short TAFE courses in topics such as training, public speaking and marketing. 

World Forest Institute Fellowships
Kathryn (Katie) Collins, an Acting Senior Project Manager with State Forests, NSW has been selected as the 1999 Australian representative at the World Forest Institute (WFI) at Portland, Oregon, USA. She will be starting her 12 month appointment around February 1999 and will take over from Roland Simpson who has had a most successful and rewarding year. 

Katie has been with State Forests since 1995 and has a Bachelor of Forest Science with first class honours from Melbourne University. Her present duties are to coordinate, manage and provide strategic planning in the implementation of the Comprehensive Regional Assessment/Regional Forest Agreement (CRA/RFA) process. This involves extensive liaison with a vast range of stakeholders both within and outside the Department. 

Amongst her other skills Katie is also a Registered Pharmacist, Secretary/Treasurer, Institute of Foresters, NSW Division and 1996/97 Captain, Balmain Women's Cricket Team. 

The WFI Internship Program is aimed at developing the contacts and skills necessary to advance the professional careers of its participants. It does this by integrating the interns from several countries into a worldwide information exchange program. In addition in the comparatively short time of three years that Australia has had a representative at WFI, our local industry has been able to take advantage of the situation in several diverse ways. The J.W.Gottstein Memorial Trust in co-operation with the Forest and Wood Products Research and development Corporation (FWPRDC) combine to select and provide financial support for the successful candidate.
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