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Press Release March 2003

Gottstein Wood Science Course a Great Success

The industry executives who attended the 2003 Wood Science Course held recently by the Gottstein Memorial Trust hailed it as a great success and one they would recommend to their colleagues, according to Dr Adrian Wallis, the Course Director.

The 2003 course is the eighth run by the Trust since 1989, and it was again fully subscribed.  The course aims to give industry executives a general up-to-date understanding of a range of forest and forest products issues as well as practical experience with wood and forest products.

The course was held in Melbourne at CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products and at the University of Melbourne.  A feature of this year’s course was the field trip to Morwell where visits were made to modern facilities including both softwood and hardwood sawmills and a timber treatment plant and to a nearby plantation to view forest establishment and harvesting sites.

Subjects covered during the course included:

· Changes in the Australian resource

· The biological nature of wood

· Sawmilling and drying of both hardwoods and softwoods

· Wood as a construction material

· Wood-based composites

· Wood protection

· Rapid measurement of fundamental wood properties

· Pulp and paper

· Utilisation of forest and wood residues

· Greenhouse and carbon trading

The course attendees were encouraged to interact and network throughout the week, and two evening dinners were held where speakers covered issues of native forest utilisation, and the value of wood and the industry.  The final evening dinner was held jointly with the Alumnus of Gottstein Fellows as its inaugural activity.  More than 20 Fellows were in attendance, and nine came from interstate including Mr Neill Baker, who in 1976 received the first Fellowship awarded by the Trust.

The delegates agreed that the course had been a very valuable experience and they would recommend it to their colleagues.  Because of the high demand for the course this year, Mr Peter Gunnersen, Chairman of the Trust, is pleased to announce that the Trust will hold the course again next year, from 16-20 February 2004.  The course will be offered at a discount for donors to the Trust.
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