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Gottstein Wood Science Course Hailed a Great Success

A record number of 38 industry executives, 25 of whom came from interstate, attended the 2004 Gottstein Wood Science Course held recently in Melbourne.  The 2004 course is the ninth run by the Trust since 1989, and it was once again fully subscribed.  The course is usually offered every two years, but such was the demand for the course last year, the Trustees decided to run it once more this year.  The course aims to give industry executives a general up-to-date understanding of a range of forest and forest products issues as well as practical experience with wood and forest products.

The course commenced with a day at the University of Melbourne, where the focus was on forest resources and the biology of wood, including an afternoon laboratory session exploring the microscopic structure of wood samples.  The remaining sessions were held at CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products at their Clayton campus, where sessions on the processing and utilisation of wood were given, as well as laboratory work on two afternoons.  Subjects addressed were sawmilling and drying, construction, composites, wood protection, design for durability, pulp and paper, residues, carbon trading, and the outlook for wood products.  A day’s field trip to Morwell, some 120 km west of Melbourne, allowed the viewing of modern facilities including both softwood and hardwood sawmills and a timber treatment plant and to a nearby plantation to view forest establishment and harvesting sites.

The course attendees were encouraged to interact and network throughout the week, and two evening dinners were held with Eric Siegers, Executive Director of the Timber Promotion Council in Melbourne and a 2002 Gottstein Fellow, and Nick Roberts, Managing Director of Weyerhaeuser Australia, as guest speakers.  The Alumni of Gottstein Fellows were invited as dinner guests for one of the dinners.  The Course Director, Dr Adrian Wallis, reported that feedback from the delegates was very positive, with all indicating that the course had been a very valuable experience and that they would recommend it to their colleagues.
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