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Founding Trustee Denis Cullity A.O., C.M.G. Retires from the Gottstein Trust

The Chairman of the J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen, recently announced that Mr Denis Cullity would be retiring from the committee of Trustees and Advisors to the Fund after nearly 31 years of valuable service.  Mr Cullity was invited to the first meeting of the Trust in June 1971, following the tragic death of Bill Gottstein, at which he was elected a Trustee.  He was Chairman of the Trust for the 14 year period 1978-92, and continued as a Trustee until 1996, when he became an Advisor to the Trust.

Mr Cullity had a close association with Bill Gottstein for over 20 years before the latter’s untimely death.  He worked at the Forest Products Division of CSIRO under Mr Gottstein’s direction in 1949-50, and the first sheet of particleboard to be made in Australia was accomplished by them during that period.  They also studied the development of a drying kiln for veneers with vertical racking. Bill Gottstein acted as a close consultant to the Cullity family business in the development of plywood and particleboard manufacture, with the ultimate formation of WESFI Limited.  They toured Europe together and attended the 2nd particleboard conference in Rome in 1963.  Their friendship and mutual understanding put Mr Cullity in an ideal position to ensure the Trust prospered as a fitting memorial to one of Australia’s outstanding wood scientists, Bill Gottstein.

During his term as Chairman, Mr Cullity provided the Trust with the vital leadership required and instigated several initiatives important to the Trust’s development.  He was the driving force behind the very successful courses in Wood Science for those new to the industry, held biennially from February 1989.  His efforts put the Trust on a firm financial footing, and his wise counsel in the selection of and advice to many who received Fellowships was invaluable.  The Trust acknowledges the generous financial support that his Company has provided.  

Mr Cullity has spent the whole of his business life in the forest industries.  He was CEO of Cullity Timbers P/L, Westralian Plywoods P/L and Westralian Hearn Industries prior to becoming Executive Chairman of WESFI from 1971-96, during which time he presided over the vigorous expansion of the company, and Chairman of the Board from 1999-2000.  He has held major national and international positions in the forest industry and was decorated for his contributions.  His knowledge and experience of the industry has been of immense benefit to the Trust.  His understanding of the changes in both the resource base and market requirements has been fundamental to the Trust’s activity. 

The present board of Trustees and Advisors, on behalf of the entire Australian forest products industry, extends to Mr Cullity its gratitude for his extensive contribution to all aspects of the Trust’s activity and, through it, to the forest products industry Australia-wide.  They wish him well for his future commercial and retirement activities.
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