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Two new Gottstein Fellowship Reports released

Mr Peter Gunnersen, Chairman of the J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, announces with pleasure the release of two new Gottstein Trust reports by Mr Chuan Ong and Mr Matthew Warnken.

The report written by Mr Chuan Ong, Timber Marketing Manager with Sotico Pty Ltd, Welshpool WA, is titled “Furniture Industry Structure Research Study”, and surveys the structure of the international furniture industry.  The author’s focus is on some of the world’s most successful furniture producing countries – Italy, Spain, France and Germany – and on visits to three important international furniture fairs in Milan, Paris and Cologne.  He also reviews some recent success stories of Canadian and Malaysian industry, in which governments play a leading role in making their respective furniture industries major export earners.

Mr Ong identifies a number of key ingredients of successful furniture industry structures in the countries he visited.  These include strong support from government and technical institutions, an entrepreneurial system enriched with culture and history supporting innovations and global competitiveness, a holistic approach in design beyond just aesthetics and functionality, and the use of materials that are unique and exciting.  A strong supply chain relationship, particularly with timber suppliers, is desirable, as well as a strong product positioning strategy backed by government and industry bodies, including the staging of international trade fairs.

He concludes his report with a survey of the Australian furniture industry, pointing out the greater emphasis required for market development and product designs, and utilisation of unique local materials to service both local and competitive global markets.  He presents a model focusing on greater networking concept for export growth and import replacement, which he intends to promote to various States under the FIAA’s National Export Program.

The Gottstein report “Utilisation Options for Wood Waste: A Review of European Technologies and Practices” by Mr Matthew Warnken, Projects Director for Australian Wood Waste Management, Glebe, NSW, sets out to survey the technology options for processing wood waste as a result of visits made to wood waste processing and recycling centres in Germany, Austria, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.  The author points out that landfill is not a sustainable option for wood waste management both from an economic and ecological viewpoint, and there remains a lack of options for the beneficial utilisation of waste from engineered wood products.  The high cost of landfill acts as an incentive for wood waste generators to separate loads of wood waste from other waste materials.  A three-tiered A-B-C system for wood waste is used – A for untreated wood, B for painted and engineered panel products, and C for preservative-treated timber.

Utilisation of wood waste in diverse ways such as particleboard manufacture, as a fuel source for heat and electricity generation, and for reclamation of wood fibre from waste panel products, is reviewed.  The author asserts that the diversion of wood waste from landfill does not in itself establish the environmental credentials of any project, and life cycle assessment is often used as an environmental decision-making tool.  It is also necessary to consider community and NGO perspectives, economics and technical options.  To illustrate the processing options, 25 case studies are presented.

Mr Warnken considers Australia to be uniquely placed to take advantage of the world’s best practice through technology and methodology transfer, which will resolve materials handling and logistics issues and will result in a strong industry that adds value to the entire wood products area.  The future lies in developing products, thus presenting significant business opportunities for companies entering the market early.

The reports are available for downloading from the Gottstein Trust website located at www.gottsteintrust.org.  Alternatively, copies of the reports are available on CD format from Dr A. F. A. Wallis, Secretary, J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, c/o CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products, Private Bag 10, Clayton South, VIC 3169.  Email:  secretary@gottsteintrust.org.  Whilst there is no charge for access to these reports, a donation to the Trust by those who are not already supporters would be appreciated.
