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The Chairman of the J.W. Gottstein Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen, recently announced the release of a new Gottstein Trust report.

It is entitled ‘Enculturation of Sustainable Forest Management Systems: Learning from the Canadian Experience’ and is written by Paula Sheehan, now a Forestry Officer with Forestry Tasmania, and formerly an Operations Planner with Amcor Plantations Pty Ltd.

In her introduction, Paula writes that to her the mantra "Sustainable Forest Management" had become an interminable international chanting of conferences, papers, reports, web-sites, books, seminars, symposiums, summits, programmes, study units etc, merging into an incomprehensible blur". Her interest is in the impact the implementation of a Sustainable Forest Management system would have on field foresters, employees and contractors and the consequent changes in organisations. 

For this case study the author visited seven Canadian forest products companies of different scale and orientation in three provinces, British Columbia, Quebec and New Brunswick. She chose Canada because of the generally similar backgrounds of Australia and Canada except that the timber industry in Canada is on a much larger scale than Australia’s and attracts international environmental scrutiny, public input and foreign and domestic market pressure. Good practice and stewardship are required to maintain public support and market confidence. 

Topics, which the report addresses, include:

· The industries’ attitudes and experiences with legislated codes of practice, independent audits, certification as a sales tool 

· The companies experiences with formal environmental management systems (EMS) and particularly the perceived costs and benefits

· The companies’ decisions to proceed or not with a formal EMS

· The reasons for choice of a particular system

· The major problems encountered

· The experiences in enculturation of the procedures among practical field staff

Finally, the report attempts a consolidation of the general attitudes and experience in Canada and seeks to identify aspects of particular relevance to Australian companies considering introduction of an EMS. The report costs $25.
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