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New website for the Gottstein Trust launched, and two new Fellowship Reports released

The Chairman of the J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen, recently announced the launch of the Trust’s new website, located at www.gottsteintrust.org, and a new logo for the Trust.  The website contains all information relevant to Fellowships and courses, and, importantly, future reports may be downloaded from the site.  Mr Gunnersen is also pleased to announce the release of two new Gottstein Trust reports by Mr Stuart Austin and Mr Stuart West.

In his report titled “The Growth and Utilisation of Plantation Eucalypts within Eastern South America – Challenges and Opportunities for the Australian Hardwood Forest Industry”, Mr Stuart Austin, Operations Manager with Big River Timbers, Grafton NSW, surveys the plantation eucalypt industry in South America.  He notes that South America has the largest area of eucalypt plantations in the world, and the more recently established plantations have tended to be oriented for quality rather than volume-based for pulp production.  Companies re-establishing plantations for sawn timber products are using seedling stock rather than coppiced rotations to benefit from genetic breeding programs.  There is growing interest in manufacturing engineered wood products from plantation eucalypts, and certified forest products are now well established and are restoring consumer confidence in forestry-based industries.  A number of factors critical in determining the profitability of eucalypt plantations are identified.

In the Australian situation, Mr Austin recommends that manufacturers will need to become forest owners to improve their skills for making products of consistent quality.  In addition, he sees a requirement for closer cooperation between tree breeders and industry, and an assessment of the benefits of coppicing and alternative silvicultural techniques.  Processing issues to be addressed include high-speed sawing and rotary peeling of plantation eucalypts for appearance-grade products, direct kiln drying of low-density eucalypts and in-line examination of green sawn timber for quality assurance.  He stresses the need for a more unified approach to the marketing of products to be competitive on the world market, including the certification of forestry management practices.

Mr Austin concludes by pointing out the changes that are taking place in the hardwood timber industry in Australia due to the decreasing availability of native forest and the move towards sustainably-managed plantation resources.  He asserts that by careful examination of processes implemented by the South Americans, Australia’s timber industry can utilise its inherent advantages of technology, political stability and land mass to pursue the more effective growing, processing and distribution of the resource.
The Gottstein report “The Application of Modern Methods to Log Measurement for the Purpose of Determining Quantity” by Mr Stuart West, Logging Planning Manager in ForestrySA’s South-East Harvesting Section, Mt Gambier SA, sets out to survey a number of different techniques and systems for log measurement in North America and Scandinavia and to assess their suitability to Australian forestry.  The types of systems and technologies chosen vary upon whether the forest is privately or publicly owned, and whether the customer is part of the same organisation or whether logs are sold in the market place.  Log value has a significant effect on measuring systems.  Accurate measurement systems are often related to log grading functions as well as quantity determination.  Depending upon the description of products being sold, it is common for the same logs to be measured up to five separate occasions, often using different techniques.

Log measurement systems that identify individual logs provide the highest level of functionality and information tracking along the supply chain, although at the greatest cost.  This high level of information is not required by all supply systems, and a suitable compromise for cost and detailed information is identifying information by loads rather than by individual logs.  This type of system is only successful if it is implemented with a system to segregate all loads, a process that is performed with ease in Sweden and Finland.

Mr West recommends that a single measurement method that is accepted and agreed to by all parties in the supply chain be implemented.  The most accurate method to determine quantity is by measurement with optical scanners at sawmills, and using that method in conjunction with identifying and segregating loads individually would allow both forest owner and the purchaser to have accurate information that could be traced back to the coupe.  Independent certification of optical scanner systems should be used to satisfy audit requirements.  He concludes with a discussion of the role of weight in log measurement, pointing out that pulpwood is generally based on weight.

The reports are available for downloading from the Gottstein Trust website located at www.gottsteintrust.org.  Alternatively, copies of the reports are available on CD format from Dr A. F. A. Wallis, Secretary, J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, c/o CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products, Private Bag 10, Clayton South, VIC 3169.  Email:  secretary@gottsteintrust.org.  Whilst there is no charge for access to these reports, a donation to the Trust by those who are not already supporters would be appreciated.
