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The Chairman of the J.W. Gottstein Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen, recently announced the availability of three new Gottstein reports by Penelope Mitchell, Silvia Pongracic and Stephen Holtorf. 

The Gottstein report ‘Environmental Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)’ by Penelope Mitchell, Research Scholar in the Department of Architecture, University of Queensland breaks new ground for the Trust Fund, for the timber industry and for the environment. It provides a state-of-the-art review of LCA techniques as currently understood in Europe and North America supported by 26 case studies. The emphasis is on timber with particular reference to plywood as the Plywood Association of Australia (PAA) was also a major contributor towards the study tour. 

The LCA concept is a new and significant advance in sustainable development and as such has relevance for all material suppliers. It addresses specific environmental questions in relation to products and the processes involved in their manufacture and end-use. The aim now is to develop standardised methods of making assessments that will permit valid comparisons. The report outlines ISO involvement to date. 

Penelope makes the point that it was necessary to collate as much overseas background material as possible as there has been little work in this area in Australia. In order to meet the challenges of the environmental agenda architects and industry must be equipped with precise information. The LCA approach is set to have major implications for industry in terms of product development, marketing and international trade. The report provides a significant opportunity for the Australian timber industry to become aware of the latest developments and to be in a position to take full advantage of the possibilities. 

The 238-page report is highly recommended but only a very limited printing has been made so far as fit is difficult to gauge the demand. Orders are now being taken with an additional printing made as required. The cost will be $50.00. 

Silvia Pongracic’s report ‘Deployment of Elite Eucalypt Genetic Material in Southern Africa’ is a study of the research and development that has been carried out over many years to genetically improve eucalypt plantations in South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

As a forester with Australian Paper Plantations Pty Ltd in Morwell, Victoria, Silvia obviously had a close interest in the topic before commencing her Gottstein Fellowship tour in 1997. In her report she points out that it is only comparatively recently that a need for large plantation areas of eucalypts to be established in Australia has become apparent. She suggests that the various Australian-breeding programs should be expanded and coordinated. She also makes the recommendation following her observations in Southern Africa that plantation researchers in Australia could focus on disease and drought tolerance as a means of improving productivity. 

During her tour she visited several government and private organisations as well as attending an IUFRO Conference entitled ‘Environmental Constraints to Forest Function’ which was held in South Africa. Her report summarises the proceedings. The cost is $20.00. 

Stephen Holtorf, currently Engineer Process Improvements with CSR Timber Products at Tumut, NSW, was awarded his Fellowship when he was Quality Manager with the National Association of Forest Industries. The title of his report is ‘Quality Controls in the North American Softwood Sawn Timber Industry’. Its publication results from an extensive tour studying the operation of various lumber grading agencies in North America with particular reference to the means by which they maintain their grading and quality control programs. 

Of interest is his assessment of what progress had been made with ISO 9000 certification in that region. Stephen makes the comparison between the North American and Australian situations resulting in a set of strong recommendations for the local industry. He believes that this industry must maintain a strong technical focus on product certification and verification of structural properties if its products are to be accepted in the global market. The report costs $20.00. 

Private Bag 10  Clayton South  VIC 3169  Australia  Telephone 03 9545 2222  Facsimile 03 9545 2223  Email gottstein.trust@ffp.csiro.au


[image: image1.png]