Press Release – September 2004

[image: image1.png]©

GOTTSTEIN
TRUST




Three new Gottstein Fellowship Reports released

The Chairman of the J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, Mr Peter Gunnersen, is pleased to announce the release of three new Gottstein Trust reports, written by Mr Vic Jurskis, Mr Terry Mumford and Dr Julianne O’Reilly-Wapstra.

The report written by Mr Vic Jurskis, who is a Silviculturist with the State Forests of NSW, based in Eden, is titled “Observations of Eucalypt Decline in Temperate Australian Forests and Woodlands”.  The author visited forest areas in the south-west of Western Australia, Victoria and Tasmania seeking an improved understanding of the causes of eucalypt decline.  He found there were many similarities in the various cases examined, even though a wide range of pests, pathogens and parasites were associated with them.  Unfavourable climatic conditions, especially drought, were factors in many cases.  There were often contrasts in the health of the same tree species in the same climatic conditions under different management, especially different fire and grazing regimes.  Mr Jurskis concludes that forest decline is a major issue that must be addressed to achieve sustainable forest management in both conservation reserves and multiple-use forests.  He recommends that management adapts by reinstating more frequent fire regimes to better protect the health of eucalypt ecosystems, and that research focuses on factors such as fire and grazing regimes that can be managed, rather than on particular pests that are symptomatic of declines.

The Gottstein report “Log Harvesting Operations in New South Wales and Tasmania” by Mr Terry Mumford, who is a Supervisor with Syndicated Central Gippsland Logging, Morwell, Victoria, describes aspects of native forest harvesting operations in Coffs Harbour, NSW, and Geeveston, Tasmania.  He found that the harvesting machinery was generally similar to that used in Victoria, with the exception of a device for stripping bark from the trees seen in NSW.  The methods used for road construction in NSW and Tasmania were different from that practised in Victoria through the use of culverts and cording and matting.  Even though the rainfall in Central Gippsland, Victoria is lower than those areas in NSW and Tasmania, the logging season is shorter.  Mr Mumford concludes by recommending that steps be taken to improve roading construction methods in Victoria, so that the logging season might be extended.

The third report is written by Dr Julianne O’Reilly-Wapstra, who is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the Cooperative Research Centre for Sustainable Production Forestry and the School of Plant Science at the University of Tasmania, is titled “Investigating Natural Plant Resistance as a Management Tool against Browsing Herbivores”.  She points out that browsing of seedlings and trees by pest species in forestry plantations is an economic problem in eucalypt and pine plantation establishment and management throughout Australia.  Natural plant resistance can be used as a means of reducing the amount of damage caused by herbivores to plantations.  Dr O’Reilly-Wapstra conducted a brief research study in collaboration with researchers at the Macaulay Institute in Aberdeen, Scotland on the browsing of the large black slug Arion ater on Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris), the needles of which are rich in terpenes.  She examined the relationship between the Scots pine genotype, herbivory by the slug and the plant terpene concentration.  Preliminary results show that cereals containing higher levels of added terpenes were more resistant to the slug.  Eucalypts have foliage that is also rich in terpenes, and the author expects to use her experience with Scots pine to benefit her research with Australian eucalypts.

The reports are available for downloading from the Gottstein Trust website located at www.gottsteintrust.org.  Alternatively, copies of the reports are available on CD format from Dr A. F. A. Wallis, Secretary, J. W. Gottstein Memorial Trust Fund, c/o CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products, Private Bag 10, Clayton South, VIC 3169.  Email:  secretary@gottsteintrust.org.  Whilst there is no charge for access to these reports, a donation to the Trust by those who are not already donors would be appreciated.
